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promise of a better economic future.
Prices on the New York Stock Exchange
soared to record levels, reaching a new
all-time high for the Dow Jones Industri-
al Average.
A major change in Russia was the
death of Soviet President Leonid I.
Brezhnev. Other nationally noted deaths
were those of Henry Fonda, Princess
Grace of Monaco, Ingrid Bergman,
Marty Feldman, and Karen Carpenter.
While America was having her ups and
downs, the field of science technology
continued to keep the country a major
world power. New MX defense missiles
were perfected with the millions of dol-
lars allotted to the defense department.
Europeans protested these missiles
which were to be based in their coun-
tries.
America continued to lead in the quest
of space exploration as. the space shuttle
Columbia made repeated ventures into
orbit with safe plane-like returns. The
nation had built another year onto its
tradition of world supremacy.
Notable events on the local level also
took place throughout the year, as Clear-
water added to its collection of tradi-
tions.
The arrival of summer was accompa-
nied by the arrival of pole sitter Dave
Werder. From his perch next to Valle's on
Gulf-to-Bay, Werder attracted many
citizens' attention while he tried to set a
399 day polesitting record.
The opening of Epcot was a long
awaited event for Flordians and tourists
alike. Thousands visited this addition to
Walt Disney's Magic Kingdom, and
many groups from Clearwater and other
high schools organized field trips to see
the attraction.
Due to rowdyism and vandalism at
Clearwater Beach, Clearwater city offi-
cials closed the beach after 9:00 PM to
teenagers. This ruling was greatly op-
posed by the teenagers who considered
the beach their weekend hangout, and
they continued visiting certain beach
areas after curfew hours. To rectify the
continuing problems, the City Commis-
sion paid two officers to patrol the beach
for four hours a night, three nights a
week for 25 weeks. However, Pier 60
parking lot was again opened to teens
who wanted a place to gather at night.
A new football league, the USFL, was
organized to provide year-round football
to fans. The Tampa Bay Bandits were
one result of this new league which was
comprised of veteran players and players
cut from other teams.
Celebrities made their appearance in
Clearwater when Loni Anderson and
Burt Reynolds, part-owner of the Tampa
Bay Bandits, purchased a condominium
on Indian Rocks Beach.
At Clearwater High, band members,
students, and faculty were saddened by
the death of band director Donald W.
Hacker. A memorial service was held and
many CHS students attended the funer-
al to pay their final respects.
Another dark event at CHS was the
vandalism of the school on January 31,
1983. Lockers and their contents were
destroyed and graffiti was splashed onto
walls near the office.
Yet Clearwater High ended the term
in better shape than when the year be-
gan. As the school rolled through its 76th
year, the renovations were necessary to
keep the school up-to-date, but the
changes were built onto a foundation of
tradition, y
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